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By FREDERICK BURGER

-Heraid StatEwriter

et
dirgctor of the C
Bulent * Watergate<yy
~-powetas a three-star

¥ terpreting ‘eight:}:
(‘ iZArmy: superfor

I S - B 3 % E:
- Ltl Gen.. (Ret.):Vernonw Walters,’
. “now living in Palm Beach; spent his-
- career-arranging secret .conferencess
- between: world. powers.:He :set up:
.-peace talks between: theU.S. and;
" North Vietnart and::finally;. late inj
" his career,. underwent: the: scrutiny;
te investigation.: % 7.3

4 WALTERS, who Was deputy: di=
".xector ‘of--the  Central;Intelligence
““Agency front May 1872 ‘tor hiy' ré-]
- tirement’ in July! 1876, had:some-3
“ithing.else to discusiiiSilent Mis-;
. graphy,-io
V- Double:.

. sions,"his” $12.95" aatobio

" be-published Marchi
T d;}y 3 T

- ‘His.654-page-book foctlises on his?
. 35-year-military careef, and how. he'}
.iused his fluency in:eight fanguages}
. 'to interpret.for Presiderits Trutan;
.. Eisenhower and. i};g;l,‘ : el

© A7 *“They knew Fhad thig{fanguage):
- capability, and thigy justisought . me
- our,tsaid Walters, wiip standy: an

( imposing  6-feet =~ 3-inches ~"dnd.
; welghs a hefty 220 pourds: “I don’t. 3
_, thinksa:president ever has an offt-

‘he was"16 and had'to quit sghiool to
;}}glp;;jl_is_'fipaqpia}ly-gtrapped family.

Jives on his $37,500 military retire-
‘ment pay, acccording to Pentagon |

- ciakiinterpreter. 1 guess, [ interpret<2,
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1801 ‘conversations for|
15,1 qsl;ly_Eisenho-wer.’-’._

in:Neéw York City, Walters
Wwasasix ‘when-he moved with his
.Pargnts.to London, where his father

‘Worked as office manager of an in-

surance.; company.-, He - ‘attended| -
‘schoot 1

oi.In:France and England and
began to'develop his. talent for-lan-
‘guage -and ‘aninterest in:history.
‘While jn’ Europs,. he also began a
lifefdng habit of Keeping diaries. His
book:is ‘culled ‘partialty from thes.f-:l,i
Heé'returned to -this country when

s R A i .

don’t” feature’ this - head-
Hnes,” he said,but you're probably
Tooking: at the“only general Jin. the:
:-A;‘mﬂy without ‘a high scho diplo-

3 PO AT S e i
1" WALTERS enlisted in 1941.and’
‘served:mostly in non-combat roles,
Watching histery. being maids ‘as he
interpreted-secret conversations for

his superiors.

- wasnilitary attaché 4n Paris
wien- ;he vhelped. arrange “secret
peace .talks between ‘the United!
States and North Vietnam. He
writes that Le Due Tho, North Viet-
nam’s chief negotiator, once urged
the United States, through Secre-)
tary of State Henry Kissinger, to as-
sassinate Nguyen Van Thieu, the
president of South Vietnam and an
American ally.

Kissinger refused any American

involvement. Duc Tho and Kissing- |

er later shared the 1972 Nobel
Peace Prize.

“I would hope Silent Missions
would sell well,” said Walters, who

‘spokesmen. “I was ot really “an’

-Aactor. I was an- observer of the.
deeds of other people. I've held

.every job in ‘the ‘Unitep States|
_Army, from private to. tiree-star

-general,” and that's sometking you
can’t complain about. .- . o

. ¥“I'm.trying to convey hew much
fun I’ve had, and, at the same time,
‘contribute to things I believe in."

-~ ONE OF THE 'things he felieves !
in most passionately is the zeed for:
a strong intelligence apparitus in
the United States. And ona of the
topics he dodges as much 23 possi-’
ble is’ CIA involvement in Water-.
gate. Even in his book, he devotes
just 67 pages to the subjest that

rought his name to the foreSront of
natjonal attention. - B
- Even now, he maintains &ire CIA
was “.absoiutely not” involved in in
the Watergate burglary; nor did jt-
monitor the scheme's pianniag stag-
es, in spite of the fact that most of -
the Watergate burglars had worked
for the CIA at some time. .~ .

- “The CIA’s business isn’t to go’
find Howard Hunts or peoplein they
Watergate,” Walters  mafatains.
“Its business is to find out what the-
Soviets are developing, what their’
intentions are, what the deployment
of their forces are. The setiing up of |

e Mk, "

some kind of domestic White House -
intelligence apparatus in no wayvi
threatened the CIA, since tye CIA |
basically is not in that business.” - 4{
. Walters’ name- surfaced.in the-
Watergate affair_when_ it was}
learned that John Deanasked him'
to ask the FBI to halt its investiga<
tion of the burglary as it might red
late to Mexico, since such-a probel
might reveal CTA activities. =~ - |
“I was involved and investigated]
in every _possible wa o Walter.
1350R000200520008:8hat I "re
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